Ph.D. Assistantship in Ecology. We seek a doctoral student to conduct research on the dispersal biology, seasonal interactions and source-sink dynamics of the Wood Thrush. Fieldwork will start in May 2012 and the student must be accepted and enrolled at the University of Maryland in the fall semester, 2012. This dissertation research will be part of multi-investigator project led by the Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center and funded by the U. S. Department of Defense’s Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program (SERDP). The student will be co-advised by Dr. Peter Marra (Smithsonian Institution) and Dr. Michele Dudash (University of Maryland), and will be supported in part by a research assistantship. The overall project objective is to determine the local and landscape characteristics that predict wood thrush source-sink dynamics and regional population persistence, and involves fieldwork on both thrush breeding grounds in Indiana and on non-breeding grounds in Central America. Ideal candidates will have a Master’s degree, at least one peer-reviewed publication, coursework in statistics and quantitative ecology, and extensive training in the observation, capture, and handling of passerine birds. However, we welcome inquiries from university graduates with a strong interest in avian ecology, field research experience, and a record of academic excellence. All applicants must meet the entrance requirements for doctoral candidates in the University of Maryland’s Biological Sciences Graduate Program within the concentration area of BEES (Behavior, Ecology Evolution and Systematics; http://bisi.umd.edu/biologicalsciencesgraduateprogrambisi).   To be considered, please submit a cover letter, CV (including names, phone numbers, and email addresses of three references), and a one-page statement of research interests to Dr. Peter Marra via http://nationalzoo.si.edu/scbi/migratorybirds/about/phd-assistantship-ecology.cfm by Oct. 31, 2011. We anticipate selecting Ph.D. candidates by mid November 2012. Suitable candidates will then be encouraged to apply for entrance to the University of Maryland BISI program, whose deadline is Dec. 15, 2011
 
